
 
Statement from Christa Pike’s attorneys Randy Spivey and Kelly Gleason from the TN 
Office of the Post Conviction Defender, and Stephen Ferrell and Luke Ihnen from 
Federal Defender Services of Eastern Tennessee 
 
Tonight the State of Tennessee once again failed to carry out a lawful execution. We take 
no pleasure in being right, but the concerns raised by Ms. Pike proved to be true: difficult 
vein access, blown veins, degraded pentobarbital, no emergency medical care available 
when things inevitably go wrong, all under a protocol that remains veiled in secrecy.  
 
Christa is being treated at a nearby hospital. We have not been informed as to her 
condition.  
 
For more information visit www.mercyforchrista.org  
 
 

http://www.mercyforchrista.org/

